Users may also consult th Comprehensive Dissertation Index (GDI), which gives
bibliographic information on almost every doctoral dissertation accepted in North America
since 1861. GDI contains more than 5,000 titles on deafness, blindness, mental retardation,
birth defects, special education, rehabilitation and other disabling conditions and related
subjects. Users with computer terminals may access GDI directly through arrangement with
BRS Information Technologies or DIALOG (see separate entries).

World Institute on Disability (WID)

1720 Oregon Street

Suite 4

Berkeley, CA   94703

(415) 4B6-8314

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All disabilities.

Users  Served:     Disabled   persons,  government agencies, legislative  bodies,  disability
organizations, centers for independent living.

The Organization: The World Institute on Disability (WID) is a public policy institute
seeking solutions to major problems faced by people of all ages with disabilities. It was
founded in 1983 by persons who have extensive personal and professional knowledge of
disability-related issues. The Institute functions as a research center and as a resource for
information, training, public education and technical assistance. WID has focused on five
program areas which have significant impact on the basic human rights and needs of
disabled individuals. These areas are: attendant care, public education, polio, service
systems consultation and international development of independent living. Examples of
current projects in these areas include: a survey of attendant care services in 50 states;
gathering information on the scope of the polio problem in the world today and educating
the public to the facts about polio; creating and producing media materials which enable
people to learn about disability-related issues, including a weekly PBS radio talk show; and
promoting international relations between the disabled communities of different countries
through exchange programs, training programs and participation in international
conferences,

Information Services: Publications include Report on the California In-Home Supportive
Services System, and The Independent Living Workbook, a peer counseling training manual.
The Institute offers consultation in the areas of employment, transportation, architectural
barriers, attendant care and independent living. Statistical data is available on attendant
care policy, related legislation and financing in all 50 states, with a detailed survey in
progress. Fees for services and materials vary and are negotiable.

The Institute offers information and referral on independent living programs, rehabilitation
centers and disability-related organizations within the United States and throughout the
world. Consultation is available to government agencies, organizations and individuals in
the U.S. and abroad, with conferences, workshops and training sessions tailored to specific
information needs about disability policy issues and services. Additionally, the World
Institute provides an international base for the storing and exchange of knowledge about
disability issues between people of different countries,

160ation Resource Book, a listing of aids and
